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They sparkle.
-~ They dazzle.
~They illuminate.

Meet the winners of the editors’ choice Annual Sustainability

Awards, presented 1o projects that demonstrate the true value
of going green. Topping the charts is our first-ever Sustainable
Community of the Year Award. Selected by a panel ol industry
judges, the award recognizes sites thiit incorporate sustainable "
principles throughout the zoning, planning, and development

process. Call it the crown jewel.

BY RACHEL Z. AZOFF

WWWODEVELOPE ROMNLINE COM NOVEMBE/DECGEMBER 2000 DEVELOFERE




LE-FAMILY

RIVER DUNES

Pamlico County. N.C

efore designing Rivers Dunes, a
Bl ,345-acre master-planned commu-
nity occupying a fragile chunk of coastal
land in North Carolina, the developers
reached out to a whopping 26 local,
state, and federal agencies to address
the site’s numerous environmental
challenges. The major tasks at hand?
Conserve critical natural areas and wet-
lands; prevent and control stormwater

using low-impact development mea-
sures; maintain natural vegetated buf-
fers along the shoreline; and minimize
impacts to water quality and habitat.

The solutions include designing
areas of high-density development so
that runoff is directed away from surface
waters and into bio-retention areas and
protecting the estuarine shoreline and
waters by creating an upland marina
basin to accommodate residents’ hoats
instead of building individual docks on
the waterfront lots.

Needless to say, the development
process has been a lengthy one. The
initial planning discussion dates back
to the "90s; ground was not broken until
late 2004. The site, to be built-out over
the next eight to 10 years, calls for 630
homes, a combination of large water-
front home sites and clustered village-
style units. A 238-acre conservation
easement provides a large, natural area
that will eventually serve as a recreation-
al amenity.

“The community is recognized as a
model for future growth along the Caro-
lina coast,” says Ed Mitchell, president of

fast facts

M Builder: M.E. Maher Construc-
tion Co., Stuart Hardy Construction,
Preservation Homes, and Water-
mark Custom Homes

W Developer: River Dunes Corp.

W Architect: Historical Concepts
(amenities & Harbor Village
homes)

B Opened: First home sites closed
in Spring 2006: projected 8 years
for completion of development

B Units; 630 home sites

B Occupancy: 11 homes
M Sale price: $669,000 to $3.2

million; home sites for custom con-
struction. $149,000 to $1.25 million

B Development cost: $90.4 million
(project infrastructure)

Oriental, N.C.-based River Dunes Corp.,
the project’s developer.




